Assessing abuse among the elderly living in public housing.
Abuse and victimization among the elderly have received increased attention in the last few years from practitioners, researchers, and policymakers but remain growing problems, especially for elders who live in public housing. This study assessed the psychometric properties of an existing instrument, the Hwalek-Sengstock Elder Abuse Screening Test (HSEAST), which has been tested in only two studies. The instrument was administered to 100 African American, Hispanic, and White elders living in public housing. Study results were compared to findings from a previous study of elderly groups. A principal components factor analysis of the 15-item instrument supported the 3-factor structure for a total of 10 items (factor loadings = 0.4 or >), explaining 38% of the variance. A discriminant function analysis showed that 6 items were as effective as the 9-item model in classifying cases (71.4%) as abused.